
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o ,  12708 o f  P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  C a t h e d r a l  Founda- 
t i o n  o f  the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub- sec t ion  8207-2 
o f  the Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  exception under  Paragraphs  
3101,41 and 3101-42 t o  permit a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  an  e l e m e n t a r y  and 
k i n d e r g a r t e n  s c h o o l  i n  the R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  the premises  3500 
Woodley Road, N.W. (Square 1944, L o t  8 1 5 ) -  

HEARING DATE: J u l y  26, 1978 
DECISION DATE: J u l y  26, 1978 (Bench Dec i s ion )  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1, The s u b j e c t  Beauvoi r  School  is l o c a t e d  on the grounds o f  
the N a t i o n a l  C a t h e d r a l  w h i c h  i s  bounded by Massachusetts Avenue, 
Wisconsin Avenue, Woodley Road, 3 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  and G a r f i e l d  S t r e e t ,  
N,W,  T h e  C a t h e d r a l  grounds encompass approx ima te ly  11 acres of  
l and  on w h i c h  i s  l o c a t e d  the C a t h e d r a l ,  S t .  Albans Church,  S t ,  
Albans School ,  the Nat ional  C a t h e d r a l  School  f o r  G i r l s ,  the 
Beauvoi r  School  and numerous r e s i d e n c e s  and a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g s ,  
T h e  s u b j e c t  s c h o o l  is i n  a n  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  and is  l o c a t e d  a t  
3500 Woodley Road, N.W, 

2 .  Land u s e s  i n  the immediate v i c i n i t y  are  v a r i e d .  Large 
h i g h  rise apa r tmen t  b u i l d i n g s  as w e l l  a s  commercial  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
are found along Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues. S i n g l e  
f a m i l y  de t ached  and semi-detached d w e l l i n g s  predominate  i n  the 
areas s u r r o u n d i n g  the C a t h e d r a l  grounds away from Massachuse t t s  
and Wisconsin Avenues. R-1-A, R-1-B and R-2 zon ing  predominate  
i n  these areas.  I n  the v i n i c i t y  o f  the C a t h e d r a l ,  R-§-A, R-5-B, 
R-5-C and C-2-A zoning  can be found a l o n g  the Massachuse t t s  and 
Wisconsin Avenue c o r r i d o r s ,  Public t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  
a re  v e r y  good i n  t h i s  sec t ion  o f  the c i t y  w i t h  numerous Metro 
bus  r o u t e s  c r i s s c r o s s i n g  the area. 

3 ,  T h e  e x i s t i n g  Beauvoi r  Nursery  School  is l o c a t e d  on  
Woodley Road i n  a c o n v e r t e d  stable.  The Beauvoi r  E lemen ta ry  
School  is l o c a t e d  i n  the i n t e r i o r  o f  the C a t h e d r a l  g rounds ,  
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4 .  The app l i can t  proposes t o  r e l o c a t e  the  nursery school 
from i t s  present  s i t e  near Woodley Road t o  the  e x i s t i n g  Beauviour 
elementary school (grades K - 3 )  which i s  located i n  the  i n t e r i o r  
of the  Cathedral  grounds. 

5 ,  Two add i t ions  a r e  proposed, One t o  be constructed a t  
t h e  e a s t  end of the  e x i s t i n g  school w i l l  house the  nursery school ,  
I t  w i l l  conta in  f i v e  classrooms, a multi-purpose room and s to rage  
f a c i l i t i e s .  This a d d i t i o n  w i l l  be two s t o r i e s  high and w i l l  
incorpora te  a roof deck f o r  outdoor a c t i v i t i e s ,  A second add i t ion  
is  proposed t o  expand an e x i s t i n g  sc ience  room, This a d d i t i o n  is  
one s t o r y  h igh  and w i l l  be constructed i n  an e x i s t i n g  i n t e r i o r  
courtyard,  This a d d i t i o n  i s  approximately 700 square f e e t  i n  
a r ea .  Both add i t ions  t o t a l  approximately 6,000 square f e e t  f o r  
zoning purposes and conta in  less than 10,000 square f e e t  of 
gross  f l o o r  a rea .  

6.  The proposed a d d i t i o n  w i l l  not r e s u l t  i n  any increase  
i n  the  f a c u l t y  o r  s tudent  body, The Beauvoir school has  t h i r t y -  
one teachers  and s i x t e e n  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s ,  The s t u d e n t  
populat ion of the  nursery and elementary schools  is  approximately 
400 s tuden t s .  

7 ,  With forty-seven s t a f f  m e m b e r s ,  th i r ty-one parking spaces 
a r e  r e a u i r e d .  The app l i can t  has  ind ica ted  t h a t  t h i r t y - f i v e  a r e  
provided 

8, The Municipal Planning Off ice ,  by r e p o r t  dated J u l y  21 ,  
1978, recommended t h a t  t he  a p p l i c a t i o n  be granted ,  It  noted t h a t  
the  app l i can t  proposes t o  en large  an e x i s t i n g  school bu i ld ing ,  
This  w i l l  a l low f o r  t h e  expansion of a sc ience  room and permit 
the  consol ida t ion  of the  e x i s t i n g  nursery and elementary schools .  
These add i t ions  w i l l  not  r e s u l t  i n  any increase  i n  t he  number 
of s t a f f  m e m b e r s  o r  s tuden t s ,  N o  a r t i c l e s  of commerce w i l l  be 
o f fe red  f o r  s a l e  on the  school premises, More than seventy-five 
percent  of the  nursery school c h i l d r e n  r e s i d e  i n  the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia, and a r e  from such neighborhoods a s  Cleveland Park, 
Dupont C i r c l e ,  Georgetown and Adams Morgan, among o t h e r s ,  Recrea- 
t i o n  a reas ,  bo th  pass ive  and a c t i v e ,  a r e  p l e n t i f u l ,  A swimming 
pool,  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d s ,  t e n n i s  cour t s  and o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n  space 
cover more than one a u a r t e r  of the  Cathedralgrounds,  The 
elementary school has  an enclosed courtyard of more than 13 ,000  
square f e e t  which is  used  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes. An outdoor 
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deck is a l s o  used  f o r  recrea t iona l  purposes,  T h e  school provides  
l i m i t e d  b u s  t r anspor t a t ion  and publ ic  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  near the 
s i t e  is  good, Parking i s  adequate t o  serve the school and the 
removal of the nur se ry  school f r o m  i t s  Woodley R o a d  l o c a t i o n  t o  the 
i n t e r i o r  of the s i t e  may l e s sen  p o t e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  problems, 

9 ,  A d v i s o r y  N e i g h b o r h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n  3 C  f i l e d  no recommendation 
on the app l i ca t ion ,  

L O .  T h e r e  w a s  no oppos i t ion  t o  the app l i ca t ion .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

B a s e d  on the record the B o a r d  concludes tha t  the appl icant  
has s a t i s f i e d  the reaui rements  of Paragraphs 3101,41 and 3101-42 
of the Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  T h e  B o a r d  f u r the r  concludes tha t  
the spec ia l  exception reques ted  w i l l  be i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  the 
genera l  purpose and i n t e n t  of the Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  and maps 
and w i l l  no t  t e n d  t o  a f f e c t  adverse ly  the u s e  of neighboring 
property,  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  is  ORDERED tha t  the app l i ca t ion  is  
GRANTED 

VOTE: 5-0 ( T h e o d o r e  F,  Mariani,  C h a r l e s  R ,  N o r r i s ,  C h l o e t h i e l  
Woodard S m i t h ,  W i l l i a m  F ,  McIntosh and Leonard L. 
M c C a n t s  t o  g r a n t ) ,  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C,  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 

E E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VAILD FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT W I T H I N  A PERIOD O F  S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER, 


